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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

12 Lucky Animals: A
Bilingual Baby Book
Author

Vickie Lee

Illustrator
Joey Chou

Reviewer

Hannah Webb

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
24

Year
2018

ISBN

What does your Chinese zodiac say about you? Are you
hardworking like an ox, or maybe clever and curious like a
rat? Find out in Vickie Lee and Joey Chou’s 12 Lucky Animals:
A Bilingual Baby Book. The book takes the reader through
each of the 12 animals of the Chinese zodiac, outlining their
characteristics and giving their names in both English and
Chinese. The back of the book features a nifty chart that allows
you to see which animal corresponds with your birth year, ranging
from 1989-2024.
This darling book is a great introduction to the Chinese culture
and language. As a sturdy board book, it’s perfect for the grabby,
eager hands of toddlers and young children, who are in an
exciting phase of acquiring language quickly, and with great
excitement. The illustrations are bright, unique, and absolutely
adorable. The artwork is evocative of the characteristics of each
animal being described. This book would be a great addition
to any home or classroom, and would be an excellent way to
celebrate Chinese New Year. The book feels authentic, yet
approachable by including Chinese characters, as well as the
phonetic pronunciation of each animals’ Chinese name. Animal
primers are always a classic with the tots, and this one’s unique
cultural angle and charming illustrations make it a great addition
to any library.

9781250184245

Publisher

Henry Holt and Co. (BYR)
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Book Review

DUCK!
Author

Meg McKinlay

Illustrator

Nathaniel Eckstrom

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages
32

The farm is quiet and peaceful. The horse, cow, pig and sheep
are all enjoying the afternoon until Duck waddles in and starts
yelling “DUCK!” All the animals, believing that Duck is mistaken
and confused, become frustrated and try to explain that not all
animals are ducks. Amidst the chaos, it becomes clear just what
Duck was meaning with his emphatic word. It wasn’t to label the
animals as Ducks, but to warn the others of approaching danger.
Maybe Duck should have been yelling “RUN!”
DUCK! is witty, funny, entertaining, and begs to be read out loud.
The full-spread illustrations will pull young (and not so young)
readers in with ease, as they also give subtle clues of the true
meaning of Duck’s urgent message. The superbly written text
follows a repeated pattern, which makes this book accessible
and easy to follow for young children. The message of the book
as shared by the author in her dedication is equally noteworthy,
which is that all people, regardless of size or position, have
something important and valuable to say. DUCK! does everything
right and would make an excellent addition to any home or school
collection.

Year
2018

ISBN

9781536204223

Publisher

Candlewick Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Eden Summer
Author

Liz Flanagan

Reviewer

Jennifer Padgett

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
288

Year
2017

ISBN

9781338121209

Publisher

David Fickling Books

Two seemingly mismatched friends - one short with frizzy hair,
pale skin, tattoos and piercings marking her thin frame, the
other tall, blonde, and naturally beautiful - are journeying through
their volatile teenage years together. Eden is there for Jess after
she’s brutally attacked by a gang of six on her way home one
unforgettable night. After a painful stint at the hospital and many
long weeks of recovery at home, Jess tries desperately to find
her way back to normalcy. As her best friend, Eden is there to
comfort her, to offer her hope when little seems to be in sight.
Just months later, Eden’s sister, Iona, dies unexpectedly in a car
accident. Eden blames herself for this tragic twist of fate, and
her existence in the world changes dramatically. She no longer
seems herself, and despite Jess’s and others’ attempts to rescue
her from her own horror, Eden makes a decision that leaves
everyone in fear for her life. Though it appears the damage may
be irreversible, Jess is there to help her pick up the tiny pieces of
what’s left of her life.
This is an extraordinary story of friendship, hope, loss, and
recovery. Flanagan does a remarkable job of reaching out to a
teenage audience with her captivating, yet easy to understand
language, as well as her ability to incorporate so many topics
at the heart of teenage existence today. She craftily draws her
readers into the story, allowing them to experience it right along
with the characters. At times, the novel is truly enlightening and
happy, and at others it is terribly sad and calamitous. This is
precisely what brings the story to life. Additionally, Flanagan’s
choice of alternating between the past and the present grants
readers an extra element of challenge and adventure, and
there is little question as to whether this novel is a page-turner.
It’s filled with raw emotion from beginning to end, making it
irresistible to put down before delving into the next chapter of
Jess and Eden’s young and tumultuous lives.
*Contains mild language, mild sexual content, mild substance
abuse, and moderate violence.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Epic Fails #3: NotSo-Great Presidents:
Commanders in Chief
Author

Erik Slader and Ben
Thompson

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
151

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250150592

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

Many of the United States presidents have served their country
honorably, but all have made mistakes. This book gives a brief
history on every U.S. president, including the things that show
they’re only human. Thomas Jefferson and John Adams dueled,
argued, and name-called for years before becoming friends. John
Quincy Adams approved an expedition to find mole people in the
center of the earth. William Howard Taft got stuck in a bath tub.
Andrew Johnson was the first president to be impeached. William
Nixon liked eating cottage cheese with ketchup. Oh yeah, and he
was a part of the Watergate Scandal. From little quirks to huge
mishaps, no president was perfect. But America is what it is today
because of them.
This book takes on an informal tone to teach kids about history.
It’s full of humor and personality, from Star Wars references to
snarky commentary by the author. It is written in chapter book
format with small illustrations and historical photographs here
and there, making it suitable for older primary-aged children and
intermediate children. While the book focuses more on the quirks
of the presidents than a regular history book, it still includes the
most significant facts about each of the presidents’ lives and
terms. It explains complicated things like political parties and the
duties of the U.S. president in a simple way. Even the Watergate
Scandal is laid out in such a way that a child could understand
it. This book could be utilized to teach young readers about
government and U.S. history in a fun and exciting way.
*Contains mild violence

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Epic Fails #4: The Age
of Exploration: Totally
Getting Lost
Author

Erik Slader and Ben
Thompson

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Christopher Columbus was not the first person to discover the
Americas, and once he did, the age of exploration was far from
over. The first recorded discovery of North America was made by
the Viking Leif Erikson. From then on, many explorations would
follow. These explorations were far from perfect. There were
mutinies and wrong turns, dangerous people and bad weather. It
would be many centuries of mess-ups before we developed the
map we have today.

2019

This book is written in an informal voice that makes it easy for
children to read and understand. It starts with a short description
of what it would have been like to travel with Christopher
Columbus. After that, it gives a chronological history of important
geographic discoveries. The book mostly focuses on things that
went wrong with exploration, which gives it a light and humorous
tone. The imagery is great, encouraging the stories told in the
book to play out like a cartoon in the reader’s head. The text
is accompanied by illustrations, some of which are historical
pictures, others cartoon drawings. The book has a unique take
on history and would be a great tool in getting children excited to
learn about the past.

ISBN

*Contains mild violence

Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
148

Year

9781250150547

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Exposing Hate:
Prejudice, Hatred,
and Violence in Action
Author

Michael Miller

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
144

Year
2019

ISBN

9781541539259

Publisher

Twenty-First Century
Books

Hate is more commonplace than anyone might think. Throughout
history, groups have banded together against select minorities
to damage property, speak cruelly, and take lives. This book truly
exposes the hate that is becoming increasingly rampant in the
world. It discusses the origins of hate in extremism, comments
on the history of hate groups in the United States, and talks
about the formation of hate groups and their aims, as well as the
crimes they commit. This book also takes a modern approach
in its exploration of the very real harm of online hate, which is
especially dangerous for its emboldening anonymity. Beyond
providing information, the book presents resolutions to hatred
in America by challenging readers to question hateful rhetoric.
Ultimately, author Michael Miller empowers the readers to
first understand and then combat prejudices, all the way from
everyday microaggressions to full-scale hate crimes. This book
is equal parts informational and argumentative, and it teaches
about some of the darkest part of society without, in any way,
advocating the behavior.
Exposing Hate is a well-researched guide to the reality of hate
and violence in America and around the world. Readers should be
aware that, although this book is written at a level for young adult
readers, there is some dark information within these pages. For
example, author Michael Miller mentions specific hateful, violent
acts and also provides quotes from members of these hate
groups, which includes profanity and racial slurs. Though these
words are not entirely spelled out, it is easy to determine which
word is being referenced, and they are harsh ones. One weakness
of this book as an informational piece is that the author does not
attempt to withhold his own opinion, and his personal views are
apparent throughout the text. For example, the author calls out
President Donald Trump as being a perpetrator of hate speech,
and attributes rises in hate crimes to his presidency. However,
the author is not exclusively critical of the political right, and he
acknowledges the extremism and hate in the political left as well.

*Contains
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1

mild violence and mild language.
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Famous in a Small
Town
Author

Emma Mills

Reviewer

Katelyn Osborn

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
312

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250179630

Publisher

Henry Holt and Company

When Sophie’s much-beloved Acadia High School marching
band is chosen to march in the Rose Parade, she is ecstatic, but
overwhelmed. It’s her job to find the funding in her small town to
send the band all the way to the Rose Parade, and the town has
already given so much. But Sophie’s not too worried. Between her
and her four best friends, she’s sure they’ll come up with an idea.
Finally, she does. they’re going to get country music superstar
Morgan Pleasant, the one famous person from their tiny town, to
come do a benefit concert! There’s just one snag – Morgan has
very publicly sworn never to return to Acadia. Sophie is certain
that she, her four best friends, and her new (maybe) best friend
August will find a way to get her back to do the concert and raise
the money they need.
Emma Mills is a masterful storyteller. What seems at first like
a light, happy-go-lucky story about a high school fundraiser is
wrought with deeper themes that leave the reader thinking about
the characters long after the last page is turned. The story guides
the reader through a full gamut of emotions – joy, sadness,
surprise, warmth, and many more. Sophie & August’s parallel
storylines of joy, grief, and trying to move on from their pasts are
authentic and moving. The secondary characters are also well
written, and though it sometimes feels like there might be too
many to keep track of, Mills does a great job of fleshing out their
backstories to make them relatable. Famous in a Small Town
perfectly balances the excitement of a new romance with tried
and true friendship, which isn’t always present in books of this
genre. This book isn’t just thought-provoking, it’s also laughterinducing with perfectly timed moments of levity. A word of
caution - explicit language, general drug/alcohol use, and sexual
references are present in Famous in a Small Town, making this
book best suited for high school audiences.
*Contains severe language, moderate sexual content, and
moderate substance abuse

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Fiesta Femenina:
Celebrating Women of
Mexican Folklore
Author

Mary-Joan Gerson

Illustrator

Maya Christina Gonzalez

Reviewer

Katherine Cooper

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
64

Year
2018

ISBN

The young Mayan children, Rosha and Tup, love to play games
while their parents work in the corn fields. As they get older,
Rosha grows tired of always playing the games her brother makes
up. Instead, she decides to begin playing games on her own.
Tup, filled with anger towards his sister, comes up with an idea.
He will catch the sun and Rosha will help him do it. While Rosha
is sleeping, Tup comes up with a plan of how he will catch the
sun. He cuts off Rosha’s long, black hair and manages to use it
to catch the sun. Devastated, Rosha searches for help setting
the sun free. This is just one of eight delightful and enticing tales
from a variety of ancient and more recent Mexican cultures.
Women are celebrated as heroines in each of the eight tales
found in this collection. Notes from both the author and illustrator
set the scene for this collection, making their respect and love
for the Mexican culture very clear. A note from the editor explains
that the word “folklore” in the title is not a perfect word, since
it suggests that the stories may not be true. This simple, yet
powerful statement opens up the reader’s imagination and shows
respect for the sacredness of Mexican culture. Since its original
publication in 2001, Fiesta Femenina has won multiple awards.
The award-winning artist, Maya Christina Gonzalez, has created
incredible works of art to illustrate each tale. The tales contained
in this book are able to be visited again and again.

9781782854258

Publisher

Barefoot Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Fire and Furry: Pets
Get Political
Author

Michael Woof

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Politics have gone crazy in the past few years, and these animals
are here to tell and show you all about it. Cat-ivists hold signs. A
hedgehog laments his small hands. A chihuahua with a doughnut
pleads for “Equal bites for all.” After pages of paw-litical puns
and adorable animal pictures, a wise owl finishes the book off by
telling the reader to “stay woke” in civic and political engagement.

2018

Every page of this book has a picture of an animal(s) and a
political statement that is often a pun. While the pictures are
cute, it isn’t really a children’s book. Most of the statements
require a deep knowledge of politics and/or political quotes from
the past half-decade in order to understand them. The book is
formatted well with the words in easy-to-read places on or beside
the pictures. The words themselves are creative, but it should
be noted that many of them are derogatory toward the current
president and his politics. Therefore, the reader may enjoy this
book more or less depending on his or her political views. With
the majority of the pages being about voting and using your voice,
however, the overall message is simply to stay aware of and
involved in our country’s politics.

ISBN

*Contains mild language and mild sexual content

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
160

Year

9781250220936

Publisher
Imprint

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Geoengineering Earth’s
Climate: Resetting the
Thermostat
Author

Jennifer Swanson

Reviewer
Kenny Deem

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages

Climate change is a popular topic in today’s media, and
Geoengineering Earth’s Climate: Resetting the Thermostat
outlines the issue and presents several potential solutions
together with the pros and cons of each. Each of these solutions
is something proposed by and discussed by environmentalists
and ecologists. They include alternative energy sources,
reforestation, carbon-capturing technology, geochemistry, giant
mirrors in earth’s orbit, and more.
Climate change is a complex issue and solutions are not as
simple or straightforward as they are sometimes made out to
be. Geoengineering Earth’s Climate does not pretend that any
solution presented is infallible or lacks drawbacks; it openly
discusses what each would entail, whether for better or worse.
The information is given clearly, with illustrations, graphs, charts,
diagrams, or maps on nearly every page. This text would make a
wonderful addition to any home, school, or classroom library.

96

Year
2018

ISBN

9781512415698

Publisher

Twenty-First Century
Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Harry Potter and the
Cursed Child
Author

J.K. Rowling,
Jack Thorne,
and John Tiffany

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Significant Shortcomings

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
336

Year
2017

ISBN

9781338216677

Publisher

Arthur A. Levine Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Except for the fact that his father is Harry Potter, Albus Potter
is an ordinary wizard. As the child of the man who saved the
wizarding world, it’s easy to feel like a disappointment. But
Albus really becomes the black sheep when he is sorted into the
Slytherin house at Hogwarts, instead of Gryffindor, where all of his
family has been sorted for years. Albus has a tense relationship
with his father and a rough time at school. So when Albus sees
an opportunity to do something that could defy his father, break
the rules, and possibly save the day, he takes it. Albus and his
close friend Scorpius Malfoy use a forbidden Time Turner device
to go back to the Tri-Wizard Tournament. If they could change
some of the events of the tournament, they may prevent the
death of a student. But the boys soon learn that manipulating
time is a complex business, and everything is connected. They
can’t change even one little thing without potentially changing the
whole world as they know it.
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child would be a decent story if it
were to stand alone, as the ideas are original and the plot line
is entertaining. However, as a continuation of the Harry Potter
series, even done in a radically different format as a play, it
falls flat in some major ways. First of all, this book features
characters that were already extensively developed in the
existing Harry Potter series. Rather than adding new information
and background to the beloved characters, this play adds
inconsistencies and ultimately only confuses the relationships
that readers had with the characters. In fact, Harry Potter and
the Cursed Child adds very little helpful, consistent material to
the Harry Potter canon. Rather, it cannibalizes the success of the
first series. This story seems to include as many reference points
from the original series as possible, which results in a thoroughly
tiresome story. Though it is impressive just by virtue of being a
part of the wizarding world, Harry Potter and the Cursed Child
reads like underwhelming fan fiction.
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Book Review

Healthy Foods Around
the World
Author

Beth Bence Reinke MS
RD

Reviewer

Jaimee Pease

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
24

Year
2019

ISBN

9781541526815

Kid cuisine in America, according to most restaurant menus,
offers little more than chicken nuggets, plain cheeseburgers, and
buttered pasta. Healthy Foods Around the World helps redefine
child palates by offering a multicultural glimpse at how children
enjoy staying healthy all over the world. Beth Bence Reinke, a
registered dietitian, leads readers on a tour of healthy foods that
crosses every continent and includes a stop in an island nation.
A world map, picture glossary, and further reading suggestions
conclude the tour to further help readers contextualize their place
in the multicultural culinary world.
Reinke uses simple sentences to present new food choices
without overindulging in facts that might overwhelm preschool
audiences and emerging readers. Large-scale photos of colorful
dishes and happy children enjoying them establish powerful
visual associations related to new foods for an age range where
food pickiness seems almost a rite of passage. For parents eager
to elaborate on the food lesson, the foods Reinke presents are
staples of each county. Many of these staples might even be
found in specialty ethnic grocers throughout the United States.
Healthy Foods Around the World is a subdued approach to
enlightening young eaters to a world beyond nutrition-lacking
choices plaguing kids menus in America today.

Publisher

Bumba Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

History vs. Women: The
Defiant Lives that They
don’t Want You to Know
Author

Anita Sarkeesian &
Ebony Adams

Illustrator
T.S. Abe

Reviewer
Emilee Bell

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
138

Year
2018

ISBN

9781250146731

Shred any misconceptions you may still hold about the impact
women have had on history through the stories in these pages.
Globally and from the halls of the ages rise women and girls
who have whipped the shoddy expectations from the leaders
and men in their lives. Explore the shattered norms in the wake
of Mongolian princesses, suburban young women, adopted
Jamacians, ruthless queens, and celebrated athletes. Adams
and Sarkeesian outline the undeniable precedent laid as a
firm foundation for the launch of all women and girls in our
generation. Physically, mentally, and in capacity for evil, women
are equal to men. Adams and Sarkeesian take a sturdy club
to the assumptions of weakness and hollow virtue ascribed to
women as inherent.
While many may wave these accounts away as folklore and
hyperbole, Adams and Sarkeesian solidly back up their assertions
and tales with a robust reference section, openly highlighting that
historically, stories of women’s accomplishments require more
rigorous validation than those of men. They mark every instance
that the story of a woman’s excellence seemed so ludicrous to
white men that they took active action to quell the rising story as
fiction or hoax. The illustrations of every woman in likeness or
imagination combined with historical information bring stories to
life in the imagination of the reader. This volume is a remarkable
product of the intersection of intense research, deep passion,
and free-flowing creativity.
*Contains mild sexual content and mild violence

Publisher

MacMillan Publishing
Group, LLC

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Honeysmoke
Author

Monique Fields

Illustrator

Yesenia Moises

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages

Simone’s mom is black and her dad is white, but she doesn’t
know what color she is. Her mom says that color doesn’t matter.
Her dad says that Simone is a little bit of black and a little bit
of white. But Simone wants her own color. She asks her school
friends what color she is, but they don’t know either. She’s not
the color of any of her crayons or any of her toys. Simone has to
think deeper to find a color that fits her just right.
This is a great book for multicultural children. Beautifully
illustrated, Simone searches with childlike wonder for a word
that fits her skin tone. The text is charmingly descriptive and
easy to follow. The illustrations also flow well and complement
the storyline. Simone’s parents and friends are supportive in her
search for her color. In the end she has to decide what color she
is on her own, and she chooses a word that reminds her of both
her parents. At the end of the book there is a selection of words
children of any race could categorize themselves as, and even a
space for a child to write their chosen color down.

30

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250115829

Publisher
Imprint

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

I Want My Hat Back
Author

Jon Klassen

Illustrator
Jon Klassen

Reviewer

Victoria Savage

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
32

Year

The bear is missing his hat. He goes from animal to animal and
very politely and patiently asks them if they have seen his hat.
The rabbit is adamant that he knows nothing about any hat
and angrily decries the accusation of having stolen it. The bear
continues asking, running into an armadillo that doesn’t even
know what a hat is, and a snake who has seen a blue, round hat—
but no, the bear’s hat does not look like that. The bear finally lies
down and decides that his hat must be gone forever. This is a very
melancholy thought. That is until he thinks about it a little harder,
and comes to a startling realization. He has seen his hat!
In this comical and dark picture book, the reader is treated to a
seemingly simple tale about a bear kindly searching for his hat.
Unlike other picture books in a similar vein, the ending startles
the reader with a conclusion greatly contrasting the previous
politeness on the bear’s part. This hilarious book shows with its
striking contrast in plot, as well as in color palette, what we all
sometimes feel beneath the surface of our polite veneer. With its
excellent art, matching perfectly with the tones and plot of the
story, children and adults alike will enjoy this deceivingly cute
picture book.

2011

ISBN

9780763655983

Publisher

Candlewick Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Kiss Number 8
Author

Colleen Af Venable

Illustrator

Ellen T. Crenshaw

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
306

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250196934

Publisher
First Second

Kisses number 1 through 7 were predictable, but kiss number 8
changed everything. Amanda, also called Mads, has a secret. Her
best friend Cat wants her to date Adam. He’s a little younger but
starting to get attractive, and he has a big thing for Mads. The
trouble is, Mads is starting to realize that the person she really
wants to kiss is Cat. How could that be possible, though? She
couldn’t be gay--she’s only kissed boys. There’s also something
mysterious happening in her family. It turns out that the person
she has always thought of as her grandma is not actually her
grandma. Her real grandma did something unforgivable years
ago, causing Mads’ dad to completely cut her out of his life. But
Mads receives inheritance money from a mysterious source, and
suddenly she needs to know the truth about her family history.
It turns out that this grandmother she never knew may not be
a villain. Even though they’ve never met, they have things in
common that no one else could understand.
Kiss Number 8 is a coming-of-age story in graphic novel form,
enjoyable for readers who liked This One Summer. Though Mads
begins the book with doubts, she ends the book by starting to
accept the full spectrum of her sexuality. The art in this book
is soft and romantic, matching the tone of the text. The story
explores the effects of sexuality and gender identity on family
members. Mads’ experience is not an easy one, and she meets
resistance as she shares new parts of herself. Mads works
through her family issues and sees how being yourself, though
not always the easiest choice, is the choice that leads to the
most freedom. It is valuable to read about Amanda’s emotional
journey as she questions everything she thought she knew, and
those emotions are palpable in the text. Kiss Number 8 is written
well, and the art is especially compatible with the text. Both artist
and author do an excellent job of communicating the emotions of
Mads’ story.
*Contains moderate sexuality, severe language, mild substance
abuse.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Maya and the Lost Cat
Author

Caroline Magerl

Illustrator

Caroline Magerl

Reviewer

Jaimee Pease

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Year

Maya and the Lost Cat is a charming story of finding happiness
through helping others. Maya knows that Cat belongs to
someone. The little girl is determined to find a home for the
hungry feline scouring the rooftops. Morsel by morsel, Cat follows
the girl, traveling the rain-soaked city as Maya desperately
searches for Cat’s family. Only when Cat takes the lead, do they
find their way to the edge of town and discover the sweet surprise
that drove Cat to the rooftops of the city, waiting for the right little
girl to find her.
Caroline Magerl’s story of a little girl’s determination unfolds in
poetic phrases full of gentle alliteration and beautiful descriptive
detail. Soft-hued watercolors wash over the hazy town drawn in
loose ink cross-hatching. All the houses Maya knocks on are full
of animals, lovingly surrounding their people and peering out
windows. Maya’s house appears rather empty in comparison.
The strength of this story lies in the selflessness of little Maya, for
despite being alone, she never once questions whether she could
keep Cat. With its poetic language and vivid illustrations, Maya
and the Lost Cat sets a wonderful example for primary school
children looking to expand their literary and ethical appreciations.

2018

ISBN

9781536204230

Publisher

Candlewick Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Mike & Riel #1: Hit
and Run
Author

Norah McClintock

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
232

Year
2014

ISBN

9781467726054

Publisher

Lerner Publishing Group

Fifteen-year-old Mike still isn’t over the death of his mother four
years ago. He tries to do the things that would make her proud,
but his friends aren’t great influences, and neither is his young
uncle who happens to be his guardian. As he falls behind in his
classes, his teacher and ex-cop Mr. Riel begins to reach out. He
seems know more than anyone how Mike struggles and, as it
turns out, may know more than anyone about his mother’s death
too. Together Mike and Riel begin digging deep into the story
behind Mike’s mother’s death. They uncover shocking truth and
encounter unexpected danger, all while unraveling the mystery of
that fateful hit and run four years ago.
Written simply, with just the right amount of detail, reading this
book can feel like watching a movie. The storyline is practically
unpredictable with exciting developments in Mike and Riel’s
investigation in almost every chapter. Mike’s distinct character is
easy to get attached to. He makes a lot of mistakes, as everyone
does, but his heart is in the right place. He fights to become
better than the circumstances he is living in. He is independent
and brave, but his voice remains accurately that of a fifteen year
old. Riel’s character is also lovable and the two make an excellent
pair. The book ends with the mystery of Mike’s mother’s death
being solved, but it leaves the reader wanting to read about more
adventures of the amazing Mike and Riel.
*Contains mild sexual content, mild substance abuse, and
moderate violence

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1
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Book Review

Mike & Riel #2: Truth
and Lies
Author

Norah McClintock

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
207

Year
2014

ISBN

9781467726061

Publisher

Robbie Ducharme has been murdered. It’s sad, but none of his
classmates, including Mike, knew him very well. So, the incident
starts to blow over and become forgotten, until suddenly, Mike is
the lead suspect in the investigation. He was already struggling
to get over a difficult breakup and reconnect with his best friend.
Now he can add proving his innocence to the cops to his list of
stressful things to do. None of his alibis are airtight, and new
information continues to arise, placing the blame on him. Mike’s
own foster dad doesn’t even seem certain of his innocence
anymore. Tension rises and Mike’s worry increases, until the
shocking truth is uncovered from the lies.
This book is delightfully suspenseful. Although it is written in
Mike’s point of view and it’s easy to be on his side, the reader
can’t even be sure he wasn’t involved in the murder. The story
also includes interesting subplots that aren’t distracting from the
main plot, but rather complement it. Mike is having trouble with
his friends, he’s still not over his ex-girlfriend, and adjusting to life
with his foster dad Reid hasn’t been as easy as he had hoped.
Readers who have read book one in this series will be pleased
with the character development in Mike and Reid and appreciate
reading about the progress of their relationship. Those who have
not read book one will still be able to follow this book and enjoy
its thrilling storyline.

Lerner Publishing Group

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Monkey Time
Author

Michael Hall

Illustrator
Michael Hall

Reviewer

Lindsey Smith

Rating

Significant Shortcomings

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Is it possible to make time concrete? In his book Monkey Time,
author Michael Hall attempts to do just that. When Monkey wakes
up, sixty small minute dots are waiting to play with him. Monkey
sits in the middle of a clock and chases each one as it races
around it. Pretty soon sixty minutes have gone by, and then the
minutes fly away.
Hall’s effort to make time more concrete is an admirable one,
although the book is not terribly straightforward. The minutes
don’t do much more than fill in slots on a clock, and there is
no explanation (until the story is over) about what seconds,
minutes, and hours are. The illustrations of the story, however,
are beautiful renderings of the rainforest, and there is some
added information about the animals seen in the story at the
end as well. Although a bit confusing, with a lot of adult and child
discussion, this could be a good resource to help children better
understand time.

Pages
39

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062383020

Publisher

Greenwillow Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1

20

Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Nevermoor #1: The
Trials of Morrigan
Crow
Author

Jessica Townsend

Reviewer

Rebecca Lambert

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
465

Year
2017

ISBN

9780316439954

Publisher

Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Morrigan Crow is cursed to die on her eleventh birthday. Normally,
on one’s eleventh birthday, patrons can present their bids to
have a specific child as an apprentice or as a student. The day
arrives, and two mysterious men present their bids for Morrigan:
Mr. Jones to claim her as an apprentice for Ezra Squall, and
Jupiter North to claim her as a candidate for the Wundrous
Society. Jupiter comes to her home and offers to save her from
her untimely death. Morrigan chooses Jupiter, and she gets
whisked away to the free realm of Nevermoor. While there, she
undergoes a series of trials to join the Wundrous Society. She
also has to deal with the consequences of entering Nevermoor
illegally, and she and Jupiter have to constantly avoid the law. In
the end, she discoveres that Mr. Jones is actually Ezra Squall, the
evil Wundersmith, in disguise. He created her curse, and he tells
Morrigan that she, too, is a wundersmith. She manages to escape
the Wundersmith, and she officially joins the Wundrous Society.
This book is outstanding and can be enjoyed by kids and adults.
It has well-developed and interesting characters, an immersive
setting, and powerful morals. Morrigan is a relatable protagonist,
especially to anyone who has felt different. She grows up with
a family who despises her for being cursed, so her main goal
as a character is to have friends that are like family. The other
characters are brimming with personality. Nevermoor is simply
magical, and different enough from other fantasy worlds to feel
fresh and new. This book teaches that people can care for you
unconditionally, even when you feel like you don’t deserve it. It
also teaches that friends can truly become like a second family.
In the trials, Morrigan learns that it’s more important to be
clever, strategic, and brave than it is to be talented. The book’s
atmosphere truly fills the reader with “wunder.”
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Book Review

Olympic Biographies:
Usain Bolt
Author

Grace Hanson

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating

Dependable

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
24

Year
2017

Usain Bolt, Olympic gold medalist and world record-breaking
sprinter, was born in Jamaica and began running and racing as a
child. Despite injury and through hard work, he went on to beat
the Jamaican 200-meter record in 2007. Later, he participated
in the 2008, 2012, and 2016 Olympic games and won three
gold medals in each. He also broke the world record in the 100and 200-meter sprints at the 2009 World Championship meet.
Because of these amazing athletic achievements, the world now
knows him as “Lightning Bolt.”
Usain Bolt, as part of the Olympic Biographies series, is an
educational, easy-to-read book for young children and is a great
resource to help children acclimate to reading biographies. While
the book lists facts and events from Usain Bolt’s life and sprinting
career, the pictures steal the show. They are large, colorful action
shots that capture reader’s attention. The text generally feels
like a chronology of his medals and awards. The book could have
included more details from his childhood and training to make it
more engaging and interesting.

ISBN

9781680809473

Publisher
Abdo Kids

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1
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Book Review

One True Way
Author

Shannon Hitchcock

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
213

Year
2018

ISBN

9781338181722

Publisher

Scholastic Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

After moving to a new school for seventh grade, Allison meets
Sam, and they become best friends. Before that, Allie’s life had
been falling apart. Her brother passed away and her Dad left,
and now her Mom is overly protective of her. Sam makes all of
that better. Allie’s nothing but happy when she thinks of her, and
when they touch, her heart beats fast. She would call it a crush,
but living in a small town in the mid-1970s, most people Allie
knows would tell her it’s wrong for her to like girls. Especially
Sam’s parents. With the help of good friends and a wise minister,
Allie and Sam begin the process of understanding who they are.
Through complicated circumstances, and with critical people
all around, they have to decide how they’ll respond to the
controversial feelings inside them.
This book starts out very fast paced. Dialogue flies from subject
to subject and the story flies from event to event. Eventually,
the pace slows down and it becomes easier to handle. Every so
often however, it picks up speed again. It does this in the last few
pages, leaving the ending feeling a bit unsatisfying. Aside from
that, however, the book is well written. The characters are well
developed. Allie’s voice is accurately that of a twelve-year-old, and
it is easy to sympathize with her and Sam. Christianity is a major
theme, as both Allie and Sam’s parents are religious, and religion
is where the majority of the LGBT+ oppression in their town stems
from. Allie receives a lot of her strength from Reverend Walker,
whose church does teach that homosexuality is a sin, but who
suggests it isn’t as big a sin as it is made out to be. In the end,
Allie hasn’t yet decided how she will act on her feelings, but she
decides not to repress them. Simply written, this book is an ageappropriate read for middle school children. It’s a great way to
teach them about acceptance of oneself and others.
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Book Review

Pick a Pumpkin
Author

Patricia Toht

Illustrator
Jarvis

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages

Pick a Pumpkin is a celebration of the age-old tradition of carving
pumpkins for Halloween. Readers take a journey with a brother
and sister to the pumpkin patch to pick the perfect pumpkin.
Then we see the pumpkin transformation take place. From
cleaning the pumpkin to scooping out the insides to carving
a funny or scary face, the pumpkin becomes a glowing jack-olantern! After some decorations are put up and costumes put on,
the family is ready to set out their festive jack-o-lanterns and go
trick-or-treating!
This book is all things fall—ghosts, black cats, costumes, spider
webs, toffee apples, and finally, pumpkins. They all come together
in this excellent book that captures the excitement and festivity of
Halloween. The descriptive text follows a rhyming pattern, which
adds to the effectiveness and fun of this book. The beautiful,
colorful illustrations give a nod to a retro style and perfectly
depict a family’s day of Halloween fun and festivities. This book is
a great read for young children during the fall, or all year round!

40

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536207644

Publisher

Candlewick Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1
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Book Review

Pig the Pug
Author

Aaron Blabey

Illustrator
Aaron Blabey

Reviewer
Emily Peery

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
21

Year
2014

Pig, a very selfish and enthusiastic pug, thinks he rules the world
(and the apartment for that matter). He is greedy, rude, and
oblivious to his materialistic actions. Pig lives with his Dachshund
friend, Trevor, who has a much milder temperament. Trevor is
kind, thoughtful, and very patient with Pig. The two dogs try to
get along and play nicely, but it’s very difficult to do so when Pig
hordes all of the toys and refuses to share. When an accident
takes place, Pig must learn the hard way what it means to share
and be a good friend.
Blabey’s hilarious rhyming text and illustrations add unforgettable
character to this book. The way the text is written, you can easily
hear the voices of the two characters and switch back and forth
while reading the story. The rhyming as well as the illustrations
add moments of suspense which will keep readers turning the
pages to find out what happens next. The illustrations are what
really make this book spectacular. From the big, crazy eyes to the
body language of both dogs, readers will laugh out loud when
looking at the two outrageous dogs. The message of this story
relates to both children and adults. The moral of learning to share
and get along with others is woven throughout the story and
perfectly summed up at the end. Readers of all ages will enjoy
reading about Pig, the greedy, chubby, and hilarious, pug.

ISBN

9781338238464

Publisher

Scholastic Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Pope Francis: Builder
of Bridges
Author

Emma Otheguy

Illustrator

Oliver Dominguez

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
40

Year
2018

ISBN

9781681195605

Before he was Pope Francis, Jorge Bergolio lived in Buenos Aires,
Argentina. As a young boy he loved playing soccer and praying
with his grandmother. Eventually, Jorge became a priest and
hosted movies and soccer games for the poor children in his city.
After becoming a bishop, he was chosen to be the next pope. He
took on the name of Pope Francis and immediately began serving
the people. Another word for pope is “pontiff” which means
someone who builds bridges between people. Pope Francis
strives to do just that! He wants to serve people of every religion
and social class because he believes that everyone can be good.
With one to four paragraphs on every page with text, this book
is a bit wordier than your typical children’s book. However, every
page is beautifully illustrated, and every other page is entirely
illustrations. These illustrations are detailed and realistically
drawn. The text of the book is simple enough for a child to
understand, however, a restless child may not be able to sit
through such a long book. The book does a great job at explaining
how the Catholic church works without getting too complicated.
It doesn’t teach any theology and is careful to point out at the
beginning that people can be good no matter what their religion
is. At the end of the book there is an author’s note where the
author explains her positive experience with the Catholic church.
She also expresses her hopes that people will feel welcome there.
After that there is a timeline of Pope Francis’s life and a glossary
of Catholic terms.

Publisher
Bloomsbury

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss1/1
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Book Review

PTSD
Author

Guillaume Singelin

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Significant Shortcomings

Level

Young Adult

Pages
190

Year
2019

ISBN

9781626723184

Publisher
First Second

Jun is an outcast, in every sense of the word. She used to be
a soldier and, now that she has returned home, her life will
never be the same. She is homeless and terrified. Though she
has a community of veterans who are in similarly desperate
situations, she is too guarded to really connect to anyone. Her
only companion is a stray dog, who is with her in her loneliest
moments. Jun and her fellow vets struggle with addiction, and
the search for her next supply of prescription drugs is what keeps
her going most days. But then she meets Leona, a woman with a
genuinely good heart who owns a ramen shop. She tries to feed
as many of the hopeless vets as she can and takes Jun under
her wing, offering Jun friendship and emotional safety--things she
hasn’t had since before the war. Jun is resistant to any kind of
connection. Sometimes, it feels safer to just stay protected so she
doesn’t have to feel the pain that threatens to overwhelm her.
PTSD is a dark graphic novel that outlines the trauma and
loneliness of being a war veteran, but in a fictional setting. This
book could be very upsetting to those with any experience with
war or PTSD. Jun lives a very heavy existence. She struggles
with flashbacks, prescription drug addiction, and violent mood
swings. Though these symptoms are often the reality for those
coming back from war, the book is so depressing that it distracts
from the real plot of the story. It is very difficult to follow Jun’s
story line because of the violence, language, and depravity that
sometimes seems a bit gratuitous. The focus on the darkness
in the novel also left little room for character development. One
particular character, Leona, is not struggling from PTSD and
seeks to aid those suffering, but even she is somewhat unoriginal
and not especially relatable because of poor characterization.
All in all, PTSD covers extremely important themes that are
underrepresented in young adult literature. However, its mature
content makes it suitable only to older readers.
*Contains severe language, severe violence, and moderate
substance abuse

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Snakes on a Train
Author

Kathryn Dennis

Illustrator

Kathryn Dennis

Reviewer

Hannah Webb

Rating

Dependable

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
32

Year

All aboard! Snakes on a Train by Kathryn Dennis takes you
on a playful railway journey with everyone’s favorite slithering
reptile. Upon boarding the train, the passengers find themselves
encountering things like a runaway pig on the track, a dark
tunnel, and a tall bridge overseeing swimming fish. As the train
pulls into the station and retires for the night, the snakes all curl
up to sleep.
This picture book is simple, colorful and sweet. The sibilant
sounds of the hissing train and slithering snakes make it a joy to
read aloud; much of the charm of this book would be taken away
without its verbalization. The digital illustrations are minimalist,
yet colorful and creative. The straightforward illustrations match
the simplicity of the story. Unfortunately, that simplicity makes
for a story that’s lacking in substance or flair. It wasn’t quite silly
enough, or story-driven enough to make a real impact. Had the
book leaned into its simple nature and been more of a primer,
perhaps emphasizing something like prepositions or things seen
from a train, it may have felt more appropriate. All in all, it’s a cute
book for young kids, but not necessarily a memorable or dynamic
one.

2018

ISBN

9781250304407

Publisher

Feiwel & Friends
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Book Review

Something Rotten:
A Fresh Look at
Roadkill
Author

Heather L. Montgomery

Illustrator

Kevin O’Malley

Reviewer

Rebecca Lambert

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
168

Year
2018

ISBN

9781681199009

Publisher

Have you ever wondered what happens to those animals that
meet an unfortunate end on the highway? Heather Montgomery,
a writer and biologist from Alabama, answers every question you
never knew you had about roadkill. Did you know that Tasmanian
Devils are endangered, in part because of a contagious cancer?
Scientists learned that from roadkill. Did you know that an
invasive species of python has brought parasites to the native
snakes of Florida? Scientists learned that from roadkill, too. This
book explains how flattened animals are used for all sorts of
bizarre purposes. Scientists study roadkill to learn more about
individual species, some study patterns in roadkill locations.
Some taxidermists turn carcasses into works of art, and many
animals are used as food, either for humans or for zoo animals.
This book is a fascinating look at the many ways human beings
use roadkill.
This book takes a sensitive topic and presents it in a scientific,
yet humorous, light. The author doesn’t shy away from the
gore inherent in this topic, but she doesn’t glorify it either. She
manages to present the topic of roadkill with both the humor
and gravitas it deserves. Every chapter focuses on a different
way roadkill is used, and each section is interesting. There are
footnotes on every page, which are helpful in understanding some
scientific terms used. This book also uses excellent descriptive
vocabulary. The reader really feels like he or she is there with the
author, studying these interesting creatures.
*Contains mild violence

Bloomsbury Children’s
Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Switchback
Author

Danika Stone

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
308

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250221650

Publisher

Swoon Reads

Ash and Vale have to go on an overnight hike with their PE
classmates in order to pass the class. Ash hates the outdoors and
he’s never been hiking. Vale hates the bullying she receives from
her classmates. Naturally, neither of them are excited about the
hike to begin with, but it turns out to be worse than they expected.
On the first day, Ash and Vale get separated from the rest of the
group. Their absence isn’t noticed until nightfall, and the town
begins a frantic search for them. By that time the two friends are
further from the path than they thought. Desperate to stay alive
in the cold, bear-populated mountains and reach civilization, Ash
and Vale use more strength and bravery than they knew they had.
Through the twists and turns of their gripping adventure, the pair
learns not only how to survive in the woods, but what it means to
be a true friend.
With unexpected turns of events and tantalizing cliffhangers, this
book can be hard to put down. The story-line is very well paced. It
isn’t so fast the characters are underdeveloped and scenes are
vague, but it isn’t so slow the reader loses interest. Ash and Vale
both have distinct characters. Vale is smart about the woods, but
is not very good with people. Ash is almost entirely clueless about
the outdoors, but can make anyone his friend. He cracks jokes
throughout their journey, even when their circumstances seem
dire. This saves the book from feeling overly dark, as Vale and Ash
experience many traumatic events. Vale is aro-ace (aromantic and
asexual) so she and Ash do not become romantically involved at
any part of their journey, which can be quite refreshing from other
YA novels. Unfortunately, Vale’s bullies are often faced with some
anger, fighting fire with fire. This can get a bit annoying and leaves
the ending a little unsatisfying. Otherwise, the book is amazingly
written, realistic, and entertaining.
*Contains moderate violence, moderate language, and moderate
sexual content.
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